


The main objective of the strategy itself is the sustainable growth of the energy sector.
Part of the strategic objectives are to rediice greenhouse gas emissions and other pollution
from the energy sector, Including reducing the volume and safe management of used nucleor
Juel and nuclear waste from the Cernavodd Nuclear Pover Plant, sustainable development of
the national energy sector in protecting air, water, soil and biodiversity qualiy.

The most important projects envisaged in the strategy in terms of possible cross-
border effect on the Republic of Bulgaria are the completion’ of units 3 and 4 of the
Cernavoddd Nuclear Power Plant, which will lead to an increase in the share of nuclear
energy.in the total energy mix from 18% in 2017 to 28% in 2038 and the Turmi Mdgurele —
Nikopol hydrotechnical complex: (HPP),

Overall, the Ministry of Health (MH) considers that the analyses and_assessments
carried out in the report are quite general. There are no data regarding the expected impact
on the drinking water quality; including in cross-border terms regarding the Twrnu Magurele
— Nikopol hydrotechnical complex. (HPP). » R

Issues related to the possible health visk fo the poprm'rqafon\ as well as the positive
impact on public health resulting from the implementation of the strategy have hardly been

terms of employment, safely and working conditions and oceupational diseases.

Based on the fact that with regard to the construction of Units 3 and 4 of the
Cernavodd Nuclear Power Plant, a procedure has dlready been conducted, including in
cross-border terms regarding the environmental impact, there are no data and analyses in the
environmental assessment on the possible impact on environmental and human health factors,
including regarding the teriitory and population of the Republic of Bulgaria,

,Extrémoly,sharti(?ess than-a page) and without any specificity, deara and analysis is

also item X. “Potential significant ¢ffects on the environment, including health, in a cross-
border context.” : ‘ ’
The item states thar “in view of the potential ‘impact on the health of the population,

the MH Order No. 119/2014, as amended and supplemented by MH Order No, 994/2018, will
be taken into account, without further clarification of what these provisions are.

In light of the above, we would like to address our opinion that the presented
environmental report on Romania's Energy Strategy 2019-0030 with a 2050 perspective does
not contain the necessary information analyses and reasoned conclusions regarding the
possible impact on human health, especially in cross-border terms, and needs to be revised
and supplemented, ' ' o

Regarding the ‘project for the construction of the Turnu Magurele — Nikopol
hydrotechnical complex (HPP), it is extremely important to analyse how it can affect the
water from the terrace of the Danube River used Jor drinking and domestic purposes,
including on the territory of the Bulgarian side. ‘

With regard 10 Units 3 and 4 of the Cernavodi Nuclear Power Plany, it is necessary to

addressed and analysed. Only item IV.1.10 addresses’ the existing state of health, butonly in"

Jor new projects, both in the national and cross-border context, the legislative provisions of

—— ———complement the report with the most important analyses, conclusions and findings regarding

——————Hsimpae-on-the—environment-and-human-health-set-out tn the El4 Feport, considering the

extent to which the report and the EIA decision take into account the recommendations and
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Through Romania's Energy Strategy 2019-2030, with a 2050 perspective, Romania is
proposing 10 investment targets in the energy production sector, as well as 8 investments in
energy transport. . :




The proposed projects vary in nature and are included in different subsectors of
energy production, namely: nuclear, coal, gas, hydroelectric. The physical changes resulting
Jrom the implemeniation of these projects vary, thus they could be grouped according to the
project eategories associated with each energy subsector. These projects will be detailed in
the EIA procedure for each investment target in the electricity production sector.

- The ecological status and/or ecological potential of water bodies may be affected by
both hydromorphological changes and by a significant number of projects aimed at providing
protection fiom floods, electricity production, navigation at different stages of planning and
deployment, contributing to the physical alteration of water hodies. Implementation of these
_projects is likely fo increase pressure on water bodies leading to a deterioration of their
ecological status/potential, which is to be confirmed in the studies part of the envzronmental
impact assessment procedure.

The project, expected to dir ectly affect the Danube River, is the implementation oj the
Turnu Magurele — Nikopol Hydroelectric Power Plant. The Iimplementation of the Turnu
Mdgurele — Nikopol Hydroelectric Power Plant project can identify various impacts that may

arise during the construction and operation of the project, namely during constiuction the
impact will be direct (change in waler qualily, impact on biota; changelemergence of
- imbalances in primary productivity, especially in regards to aquatic ecosystems). During the
period of exploitation, there will be indirect and long-term effects (changes in water flow
patterns, hydromorphological changes, changes in water temperature, decreases in deposits)
‘on dquatic organisms and habitats that are closely related to water. In order to minimise the
negative impact of the profect, the report proposes, for both the construction and exploitation
phases, to monitor the environmental factors concerned: water, air, biodiversity, soil. Given
that the implementation of the project for the construction of the Turnu Magurele — Nikopol
Hydroelectrie Power Plant is expected to have a significant negative impdct on the

environment, and therefore the Republic of Bulgaria declares its willingness to participate in
the proceduf‘e as o country eoncerned,

~In- connection with the above, we would like to present the f)llowmg
recommendations:

2.1 In point IIL'5. RELATION TO OTHER PLANS AND PROGRAMMES’ . 33) fo
complement, respectively, a plan of direct relevance for the energy sector - Danube River
Basin Management Plan 2016-2021 developed by the International Commiission for the
Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR). The plan includes the intended environmental
objectives and the measures to achieve them, the national management plans in the section

“regarding the Danube river, of the countries in the International River Bsin,
2.2. n pointIV.1.2, WATER
= “Protected Areas” (p. 63) to be clarified that water protection zones within the
meaning of Art, 4 and Almex IV of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) shall be
considered;

Objectzvev Jor the protection of the envir, onment” and “C urvent status of surface
water boa’tes " (p. 63) - the projections shall be. taken into account, respectively the
envirommental objectives of the Danube River Basin Maragesment Plan; '

- “We would like to mention that the implementation of these projects may give rise fo.

pressures-—that-could-lead to-a deterioration of the ecological~ s!atus/mfumafmﬁzmnd—af———ﬁ

 water bodies, something thai is confirmed or not, in the studzes that are pazt of the
environmental impact assessment rocedure ~ -
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perspective, separate environmental impact assessment (EI4) procedures will also be ,
conducted. We would like to recommend that in the implementation of investment projects and
intentions that provide for lhe use and/or abstraction of s'urﬁrce water, within the framework







